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baby's cry of hunger and to initiate preliminary sucking
movements. Being placed on the bath table is the signal for
gurgles or howls depending on whether bathing has proved
to be a pleasant or a painful experience. The sight of out-
door wraps is welcomed with glee because an outdoor excur-
sion is sure to follow. The sleeping bag is avoided because
it means bedtime. These responses are not true examples
of reasoning, because no new adaptation is involved.
EMOTIONAL    REACTIONS
Psychologists have usually limited the term emotional to
"a stirred up state of the organism1*—profound organic re-
sponses such as occur in fear and anger. They have, in gen-
eral, excluded the milder affective states. There is some
justification for including both kinds of responses in this
discussion of emotional behavior. The intense type of emo-
tional behavior is destructive, while the milder form is tonic
and usually beneficial.
Emotional reactions are usually identified by some form of
overt behavior, such as crying, kicking, cringing, or drawing
away from the source of agitation. Recently, attempts have
been made to study the internal responsiveness to frustration
and startle stimuli by means of the galvanometer. The gal-
vanic skin reflex is one of the most promising indicators of
physiological activity in emotional states. Galvanic reactiv-
ity was noted by the fourth month, but it is much smaller
in magnitude at that age than in later childhood. Jones31
interprets these results as indicating
the surface character of the reactions of young subjects to so-called
emotional stimuli.
During the period of adjustment to this relatively uncom-
fortable world discontent or suffering predominates. Under
good conditions of physical care and feeding the pleasant
emotional tone gains ascendance. The first is characterized
by tears, tension of muscles, and changes in respiration; the
sx Harold E. Jones, "The Galvanic Skin ReHex in Infancy," Child Develop*
ment, I (June, 1950), 106-110.

